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THEME

Federal Nepal: Opportunities for Investment and Growth

OBJECTIVES

The first endeavor of CNI in collaboration with the Government of Nepal,
Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Commerce, Industries and Supplies
and Bishal Media Group, the Nepal Entrepreneurship Summit 2019
aims to: i) Provide networking platform for entrepreneurs, ii) Promote
entrepreneurship as an engine of growth and prosperity and iii) Propel the
positive changes to the regulatory and social environment.

PARTICIPANTS

Investors, Industry Leaders, Aspiring Entrepreneurs, Students, Legislators,
Non-State Actors and the Media.

BACKGROUND

Prosperity and growth are what citizens of Nepal now aspire for after
the prolonged political transition. Role of entrepreneurs is paramount in
achieving this goal. Historically, however, the contribution of manufacturing
to the GDP has shrunk from about 10% in 1996/97 to less than 6% now.
There has been a sustained state of alarming trade deficit in the country. in
order to reverse the trend, there is an eminent need to encourage younger
people to become job creators rather than job seekers. There is a dire need
to create employment within the country to check on the alarming trend of
youth migrating overseas for work. There is also a need to create positive
impacts and hope, even more than creating employment.

The recent changes in federal and government structures, has further

fueled the need to create conducive business environment and thus,
stimulate entrepreneurial environment across Nepal. An economic
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transformation, in true sense, is possible only when innovative ideas,
practices and opportunities are leveraged on at national, provincial
and local level.

Learning from the transformational stories of several economies and even
within Nepal, entrepreneurship has long been proven as an epicenter
of growth. It is the backbone of economic growth and development.
Entrepreneurship is the sole means to leverage on innovative ideas,
which put into action, becomes a prominent way to tackle with
burgeoning problems like poverty, unemployment and youth migration.
Entrepreneurship is not only a mere creation of new business ventures,
but innovating new ways to solve existing problems and creating values.

The first Nepal Entrepreneurship Summit 2019, to be hosted by the
Confederation of Nepalese Industries (CNI) on 14 February 2019, will
assemble over 700 participants. It will reinforce entrepreneurship as the
vehicle for rapid economic development, develop networks between small,
medium and large entrepreneurs to create conducive environment for
innovation, technology and entrepreneurship development.

The Summit will focus on the sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystem and
its relevance in the current federal structure. The outcomes from these
discussions will go on to support government’s vision and action plan
to drive entrepreneurship across Nepal. The summit will feature other
revitalizing events such as start-up showcase cum exhibition, plenary
sessions with leaders and experts from diverse sector and interaction
sessions with youth entrepreneurs, industry leaders and venture capitalists
from Nepal, Singapore, India, China and so on.
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SESSION BRIEF
Nepal Entrepreneurship Summit 2019

The first Nepal Entrepreneurship Summit 2019, to be hosted by the
Confederation of Nepalese Industries (CNI) on 14 February 2019, will assemble
over 700 participants. It will reinforce entrepreneurship as the vehicle for rapid
economic development, develop networks between small, medium and large
entrepreneurs to create conducive environment for innovation, technology
and entrepreneurship development. The Summit will focus on the sustainable
entrepreneurial ecosystem and its relevance in the current federal structure.
The outcomes from these discussions will go on to support government’s vision
and action plan to drive entrepreneurship across Nepal. The summit will feature
other revitalizing events such as start-up showcase cum exhibition, plenary
sessions with leaders and experts from diverse sector and interaction sessions
with youth entrepreneurs, industry leaders and venture capitalists from Nepal,
Singapore, India, China and so on.
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PLENARY SESSION 1

Provinces - Fostering Investment and Job Opportunities

The constitution promulgated in 2015 restructured Nepal into a federal
republic. Currently, the administrative, legal and institutional infrastructure
are being setup at the local and provincial level. Governments at all three
levels are committed to drive the prosperity agenda forward by enhancing
investment in critical areas of agriculture, infrastructure, industries, health
and education etc.

While the plan may have rightly captured the ‘mood’ and aspiration of
the public for rapid economic progress, there has been no systematic
assessment of the investment need of the country. Additionally, national
framework for public financial management, particularly in the context
of transition to federalism need to be streamlined. The current gloomy
picture of the level of capital expenditure has to improve. It is imperative
that the conducive investment climate be created to achieve the desired
outcomes as committed.

Provincial governments, being the new setups, possess unprecedented
opportunities to plan and execute flagship projects unique to their provinces
which can transform the economy and living standard of the people.

OBJECTIVES:
= |dentify the priority areas of investment in individual provinces
= Gain assurance of regulatory reforms to attract potential investors

QUESTIONS:

= What are the priority areas that the province would like to attract
investment in?

= What are the incentives that the entrepreneurs get by investing and
creating employment in the province?

® What are the plans of the provincial government to create conducive
and predictable regulatory environment?
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PLENARY SESSION 2

Entrepreneurs are those who take risks, give solutions and create value
with innovative ideas and ultimately create employment and support
the economy. In the recent past there has been some development of
innovative curriculum in Nepal which incline graduates towards starting
out their own venture rather than seeking jobs.

There are inherent challenges confronting the entrepreneurs in Nepal.
Unfavorable regulatory environment, difficult access to finance, lack of
predictability and transparency in the system, lack of social recognition
are some of them. However, there are plenty of opportunities arising out
of the current state of demographics, employment and development.

OBJECTIVES:

= Establish entrepreneurship as a vehicle of economic growth
and prosperity

® Encourage existing and budding entrepreneurs to contribute more to
the Nepalese economy

QUESTIONS:

= What are the opportunities and challenges in the existing
entrepreneurial domain?

= What could be the enabling factors that would invigorate the
business environment?

= How can young entrepreneurs be supported more?
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Entrepreneurs are those who take risks, give solutions and create value
with innovative ideas and ultimately create employment and support
the economy. However, for any business idea to become a business
opportunity, there are plenty of hurdles. Country need to harness the
latent potential of those business ideas becoming reality and contributing
to the economy.

There has been some initiation from the government to bridge the financial
gap by establishment of youth self-employment fund. Private sector and
professional organizations have also contributed from their part. However,
a more concrete initiative will be required to incubate ideas, provide
mentorship and necessary recourses including funding.

OBJECTIVES:

m Establish the significance of generating business ideas which could be
realized as business opportunities

= |dentify the pathways to bridge the gap between the idea and reality

QUESTIONS:

= How can the generation of entrepreneurship ideas be nurtured?

= What can be done to mentor and support budding entrepreneurs?
= What could be the institutional and regulatory reforms?
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NEPAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP SUMMIT 2019

“Federal Nepal : Opportunities for Investment and Growth”
Organized by: CNI, Government of Nepal and Bishal Media Group
Thursday, 14 February 2019 : Hotel Yak and Yeti, Durbar Marg, Kathmandu

Details of the Program/ Officials

Delegates Registration and Networking

Opening Plenary : Inauguration of the Summit

Welcome Speech  Mr Hari Bhakta Sharma, President, CNI
Rt. Hon’ble Mrs. Bidya Devi Bhandari,

(RssgHEation President of Nepal

Remarks Dr Rajendra KC, Chairman, Vishal Media Group
Hon’ble Mr Matrika Prasad Yadav- Minister for

Address

Industry, Commerce and Supplies

Rt. Hon'ble Mrs. Bidya Devi Bhandari,

Inaugural Address President of Nepal

MMamaoarnts Dracantatban



Vote of Thanks Mr Satish Kumar More, Senior Vice President - CNI
Refreshment and Networking Break
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PLENARY Session 1 : Provinces - Fostering Investment and Job Opportunities

Hon’ble Dr. Yuba Raj Katiwada, Minister for Finance,

Session Chair Gavt of Nepal

1. Hon’ble Mr Jagadish Prasad Kusiyat, Minister for
Industry, Province No 1

2. Hon’ble Mr Ram Nearesh Rae, Minister for
Industry, Province No 2

3. Hon’ble Mr Arun Prasad Nepal, Minister for
Industry, Province No 3

Panel Discussion 4. Hon’ble Mr Bikash Lamsal, Minister for Industry,
Gandaki Province

5. Hon’ble Mr Lila Giri, Minister for Industry,
Province No 5

6. Hon’ble Mr Nanda Singh Budha, Minister for
Industry, Karnali Province

7. Hon’ble Ms. Maya Bhatta, Minister for Industry,
Sudurpashchim Province

Summation and Closing of the Plenary by Chair
Moderator Mr Dil Bhushan Pathak, Senior Journalist-Thinker

Lunch and Networking Break

Special Address to the Summit : Rt. Hon’ble Mr KP
Sharma Oli, Prime Minister of Nepal

PLENARY Session 2: Developing Entrepreneurial Ecosystem

Hon’ble Mr. Surendra Pandey, Former Minister and

session Chair Member of Parliament

Dr. Govind Pokharel, Former Vice Chairman,

Key Note Address National Plannine Cammicsion
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Panel Discussion

Moderator

Panelist:

1. Hon’ble Mr Mahesh Basnet, Former Minister
and Member of Parliament

2. Hon’ble Mr Gagan Thapa, Former Minister and
Member of Parliament

3. Mr D K Aggarwal, Senior Vice President, PHDCCI, India
4. Mr Shekhar Golchha - Senior Vice President, FNCCI
5. Mr Pawan Golyan, CEQ, Reliance Spinning Mills
6. Dr Upendra Mahato - MD, Nepal Medicity Hospital
Floor discussion

Summation and Closing of the Plenary by Chair

Mr Tikaram Yatri, AP1 TV

Refreshment and Networking Break

PLENARY Session 3 : Bridging the gap between idea and funding

Session Chair

Key Note Address

Idea Exchange/
Discussion

Mr. Madhu Marasini, Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Industry, Commerce and Supplies

Mr Siddhant Pandey - Business Oxygen and the
Dalle Story

1. Mr Madhav Dhungel, VC, National Youth Council
2. Mr Sudhir Mittal, MD, Shree Airlines
3. Mr Bhawan Bhatta - President, NRN Association

4. Mr Rabi Rayamaijhi, Private Sector Development
Advisor, DFID

5. Mr Suman Joshi- True North Associates, Equity
Funds and Foodmandu

Floor discussion

e P i - =R = e " ek



SUTTHTIaLiVnN aiid LILsIHITE LT LHE ocasiUTN DY Lilgall
Moderator Ms Kriti Panth

Refreshment and Networking Break
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Session 4: Journey to Success - Leading for Change

Session Chair Mr Maha Prasad Adhikari, CEO, Nepal Investment Board
Success Stories:
1. Mr. Hemraj Dhakal, MD IME Group
2. Mr Birendra Pandey, ED, Nepal Adarsha Nirman CO
Panel Discussion 3. Mr Satish Kumar More- Chairman, Lucky Group
4. Mr CP Sharma, CEO, Ostrich Farm
5. Mr Anil Keshary Shah, CEO, Nabil Bank

6. Ms Ambica Sharma Lamichhane, Director,
Prabhu Bank

Summation and Closing of the Session by Chair
Moderator Bishal Gaire- CEO Vishal Media

Closing Plenary

Closing Remarks Mr Hari Bhakta Sharma, President, CNI

Dr. Punya Prasad Regmi - VC, Planning Commission

Valedictory Remarks Gatirei Rondach
Special Address Hon’ble Dr Yubaraj Khatiwada, Minister for Finance

Hon’ble Mr Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda, Former
Prime Minister & Chairman, CPN

Vote of Thanks Mr Krishna Prasad Adhikari, Vice President, CNI

Special Address

Reception and Dinner
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PHOTO GALLERY
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